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Cassava (,,;anihot L scuj.errta}, a root tuber, is a stapu e in uost

Ghanai<:.n diets, especially for those in the l.iidelle belt of' the country.

'I'hose in the ~ToL'thernand Coastal savanah belts have cereals as their

jlaj or staples. Cesaava , hC'A'ever, is cultivated thrOU)1-0Ut t~}e country

because it is drought resistant, tolelates f8.irly poor soil condition, it

is relatively easy to ou Lt Lvate and has Low production costs.

Since uos t ar-eas in the country have bood cliiYl..ti, and soil condi-

tions of cas sava cu.l tivati on, tne iiTl)o:ctc'.nt inputs are cut Las se s , 1108S and

cassava cutc ings of sui table variety: - usually qui ck- mat.ur-i.ng and tood

coolci.ng quality var i ot.i c s ,

l'for-dally the source of such cutt Lngs are old f'ar-ns , But of late

(1976) the 2.Iinistry of .1.c.;ri cuLture enbar-ked on a cassava deve Lopncrrt

projo ct wher-eby plots of land are cultivated \rith sui table vu.rieti(:] s for

distribution to f'arrae r-s, Su ch p.Locs are Loc ate d at Duaya.: lJ.c\i'anta in the

Br ong Ahaf'o, £bi- .•iyino si ozid at SL:1pa in the .·estern Re.:;ion, and ~,-bokobi,

Onankor-pe, .')eu8 in the Grea.ter ..cer-a Regions.

Varieties cu.Lt.Lva te d include the Arlkrct type, T:cinidad. I end II, Busurn

Ns i.a and Ok.imkumetc.

Like DOSt a;~ricul t.ur-a.l produce in G'lill1C1 production is Lar goLy Ln

the hands of small scale rural I'ar-ae r-s , Tho size of f'-'"l~nsusually r-ange

botvcen scal L handkcr-chi.cf sized or Garden plots to 3 ha , farus. Cassava

is no st.Ly Lrrter-cr-oppcd llith other cr-ops - mai ze in par-tn cuLar , 'i'llis is

dono in order to exploit the insurance value of CC1ssavad.Gainst the of ton

unr-eLi ab.Le r;].infa11 pa tt0rn. ;;iaize c an fail due to e:cr'a.tic ',feather at

cr-Lti.ce.L sro,-:iag periods. Cusaava is vLrtual Ly proof t.~iSain::;tthese

pr ob.Lems, The avori.Ge yield per hec taro is about 9,OOOkG. It is about

the only cr op in Ghana vrho se production has been a t the near-sell-suffi-

ciency 18ij,,,1 of ubout 300 :,[1'until of' late.
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The Lntcnse dr-ought conditions that bGGan in 1980., has resulted in

a d.ecLi.nc in pr-oduct i.on and 11;;.5 r-osuLted in -chL U5('; or' o-Ci1.::;r'iiso hi:;h toxic

var-Lo ti e s e..;. :iJankye Ilorie , ,,~1ich arc nor-ua'l Iy not use d tor food, bcc aus e

of th(; hicher cyan i.do contorrt ,

Table 1980 Production Tar,.;,e-csfor Cas s.wa

. in t.ho var i.ous Regions of G-.:,.11c.
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Sour-cc : Act i on Plan for .l.gric. Production.

year 1980. :;:"iGures ar-o c.LSGdon the potential of tho vur-i ous re(:;ions. ':L'he

Volta Rosion is the .rcs t ir;-liJortnnt [Jroducins rO':;ion, f'ol.l o-rcd byche

.'..shanti. '[here is no s taca st.Lcal da te 13.S to -ell':) exa ct n.iabcr- of ho ot ar-o s ,

under cas sava cul t i.vatd on, th,,; above tc:.blu hovovor-, is 0. fe.irly good

indicator. 'I'h", Sf) ox i st co-ope rc.t lve a ssocLu'ti ons a.icag s f'ar-no r s -referred

to as nnobo« ~;rou,;Jsall ovcr thl. country '1,110 bi.nd tosctLcr to ;~n;lb18 thOi:l

obta.Ln cr-c dat , per-t'cr a ccr taan fa.nl opcr at i.ons , ~y..:.:ci.;iC\llarly~l",,;dincs and

s 000 ti,.18s na.r-l;o t pr-cdu ce •



3

Production pr cb.Lcu include: dasc r.scs a s ca ss .va ucs aa c, pc st

Lnf'cstut i on lack of labour for \,'_x,ding and harvesting ospcci~ly durin;

dry sc.i sons , i.hen t.hc soil boc oue s difficult to \iork.

~:.nongtIlL; root crops "..nd tub.::rs cultivated in Ghana, tIlL; '·.lOSt

Lnportnrrt in -GCrl;Sof pr-occ ssi.ng is cc.'.::;c~tva. Tho ot.hcr-s, yaLl, cocoyam,

s'.le(;t pot.atoc s , vratc r Y2--':;:1 ct c <:,rc usua.Ll.y consune d '\,i t.hout much pr ocoesLng

Conservation c s't izr rto s .iridi.catc th,_t 2,OOUt3a,:~ of CC,SS[WQpr-oduced in

Gh2.n2.is pr-occs sed Lnt o t;2.l'i. The buLk of 'en\:; ;j2.ri pro ccsscd is donc by

tr<1dition2,1 s:-.1<111-sc;),10processors Loc.rtcd nos t.ly in the pr-odu c.in., vi1lu.gos

and aLso at the urban corrtr-es , _~fc'd ue chan i zod uodium scale plants have

bcc.n sot up by 'priv8;i:;e Lnd'ivi.dua'La, utilizing Lnte i- ..lccliate scaLc cqui.pucrrc

dose of vrh.ich wer-e locally f<.t.bricc.tcd (ca::;s,.va Cr...:;ccr, cas suvn )J..~C3S ot o) ,

By 1980 a total of 10 root crops pr-oces si.ng pLarrts , s<.,tisfying ;.iinistry of

Indu stri8s Cri t.cr-La h..d been d,p)rovod fe'r c stiabLi shncrrt , Out of t.hosa only

t'iO(a ) oper-at.Lona.L, These ::::'1'0 the Um vcr-snj Cassava Products Locatcd at

i.sin 1"oso in t!"lOCentral RC[;iol"l, usi.ng ir.1.por-Cec1uach.incr-y "..nO. tho Roots

Pr occ s sing Co. Lt.d , , at Dobro on the _.ccrZl.-I';sa-ivaL1Road.

Gari is basd.c a.l.Ly pr-oduced :f or Jell.;done st-i c .iaz-ket , though un speci f i.cd

anounts .ir-e s:·.luu;:.,l0dinto tho no.i ghbour-i.ng count.r-i.c s , Other cc.ssava )roducts

dona by sual l. sca.lc )l'ocCJssors ar c kokorrte , fufu G.:·.llJosi, to.;)ioc2., yakcycko

(ste2.L1ed cas sav a flour) ca saava b.is cui.t s , f'r i cd ba.lLs etc.

Tho exper-t uar-ket for oas savaz'caeaava products is under- dovol oped , There

are exports of snail quantities of C2.SStW2.chips for a,nil;1:J,1feC]G.forLmlc.;,tion

and. starch for tl;xtilo nanuf'ac tur-Lng to SODCl"-LC cLuntr-Les ,

Host of' th" Cd.S32.V2.pr'oduc t.e for t ho domestic nar-ko t ment i oned arc

uaa.n.Lyeaten I'iith soups, stcvs ,~..nd saucc s , The Jcendor lCQVCSof the
j/,"';

'.<..-1.,,)

vegetables for uaki.ng stcvs ,
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It involves t~-lv pr occ.s sor-s (usu<.-lly ;1-(; chop -ucXS or' rc..st~m:2<1l1"C) of' f'ut'u ,

ampcsi , biscuits, f'r i, ....d 0,:.10, yal:c~y~J(iJ-, ro,"st,.,u. Ci.l.SsC'V~, .:.d~:01cr (C2.S3',"V;:.

dough p.Lus :iLi%c;' d.ough ) etc. vho :,re; Lnvar-Lab Ly rotu·.i.lcrs/sollinb d i.r-c ct; to

the con sunc r-s ,

illustr,.ted in the f'o iLovri.n., cli...:.r.:..:•

Producing
v i.Ll.agc

Rural ....r()Q
-.:ith

Pori odic
i'i.:.trluts

UrDQn
Contrus

f'oo d.stuf'f s in Gh':'lli<!.

.~~~~~..-~-~ ~.~,~~.~-~~-~~--~~-~~~---I
~ Producer Iiuncro..r:.t DOLlt::ri
It. ...~,~..._.._., _.. ~,_." . ,_.~....~:~l_~:(;~~:~~~~~~_.~

:\< Thu of the ar-r o.r is en inllic~tor of tho 1'10'.[

of bu si no s s ,
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./•.S illus t r.. tod ab (lVC -,~l1:~:,li.xb. -cil\2; chcnnc L be;L;in~ \.'ith the: produc..r ,

t.hi s ca s., tL:.:: G2.ri/ko:cntv pr-c ce s sor s sclli!lg th.; CO!:,vdit:-l ui;u~~lly in

sackf'u L (naxi ) to i-c;.norant dcc.Ler-s vho rO:':'11-cl-:..,; ijr"ccGsin.; villLL,.:,cs, so,_w-

pr-oduce

tion is u. pc.r i od.ic L1,...rk ct at tll'-' rur o.I <TOLl., or an ur-b..n Locc.Ldzcd L: trIcot.

Her-o t.he de~:.l-:.-rs oLl s to s..;docG,.ry \.-l101csalt::l'S 1301;]0of ,;DOLl ,-'.1'(; oru2.n":"scu

into cO!:Hodity (n?.rlcct) as soci.at.i ono iho in turn so Tl -Co rvGail,.:cs. 'l'hu

(olonka) dc,rgirin..; tin, mi.Lk tin '"tc.) In [}.;llvr,d concurrt r-at.i on of the

product occurs at Lhc producinG vilL~cus, G<,.u-::.liz-..t i on 0;(; tllJ pe r i cd i.c Llari;:cts

'I'ho bottlenecks of t.h., chr.nno L LncLudo ti'lL:use of ~I.bsolu·c..;t~clmolob.Y

This .,I:ly lu,c:cl to 2,fli.1coxir:. ..Lnf'ect i on ,

1"iork is buinG d01";'O1'01' tn_, tcc:'Jl1010;,i cc.L dovclol);,)t;pt of ncvr pr oductc

c.t the I'o od Rcscc.r-ch Lnsticu tc , '..:'h:"S8include Lns+arrt f'uf'u , enriched ~'.nd

for-t i f i.ed c. ,3Si1Vaproduct, co.rposi tc flour f oruul ct.a on ..nd UGVC10l_I~.lCntof

glucose - syrup by tho hydrolysis of star-ch f'r-cu CL',SS:1V2.uc.sLxuss"a.

durinb g:1ri processinG_
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DOJ;1c.nbvolution
-.-.-... .••. ,. •.••.....••• ,. =- •• ~ -:a .-..-._

Stuclius car-r-i ed out ~~tt ho li'RI Lnd.icrtc s tha t '-1.S Lat o ~tS tho 1960':3

G-hc..naic.n hone 3 r-o ..c. to over- 300;(; of tlh.ir .aorrt hl y .inc o..~j...sC:~3S':"Vc' '~~lclits

products ovoIve d 'into :. ..liddlo/hi::;h L1C\.UOf'ood , G:lr-i !.LoS cons i s tc nt.Ly been

popul.ar' c.i:.llmgest scudcnt s ,

Cas savay'ccs sc.vc, products .rou.ld for SO;.1(;tLl0 be iuporti'.r:t i'ood pr-oduccs

in the: domcstd c uar-kc t s , i:1o .."uv<:..:r,its usc s is OX)Gc·cl.!dto il1cr~;..sc, .:.~s~5U".:i:J.':"

Ar~~:£~~_'::J3.j.E~_c.G!~-::.:J.. l?.r..9.dll_c.ti.~02-.!,and hence ·~nerlQ as an L;port2..ilt non-tl'·.cli-

tiOll8.1 for\ci::;...'1t..:J~Cl1f.'l1gUo,-.• 11",r, p~U'ti(;ul,.rly vhcn ·the r,_cu11t sclf-s'ch'fici(;ncy

Levc Ls of' pr-ocu ct i on in f'ur-thcr LlprUv(~d. This vrou l d be in line .:ith t.hc

obso r-vod E..~.n.0~:~.l.t.r..c.n.£to'Jards ,,'-decline in J?.'::'1: .9.':~t.<l(;:'le:,.rl1 :(or CU,So.v::./

or.s sava produ cc s QS food and :l pr-o j oct ed Lricr-e ...8(:; in tho fQ~d USG C'.J.~cl

Lndus t r-Lal. USGS of c :•.s s.iva and itSllTouuCtS. 1,'01' Lnst.ancc dc.iand fl.!'

substi tuto 1'01' u~izc but .nust 'Ol] supp Lcucrrtc d "i th ocher: f'co d tl1..~t ,"':co r Lc.;

u sc d in th", t cxt Ll.e , t'ound..ry , p..pcr- coa't i.ng .i.ndu str ic c , Sy'chctic po Iyncr-s

hO"\!8VOr pr-cso rrt . sor-Lous Lhr-o a't to starch products but c:.rc n ot.cd to b.3 still


